TRINITY
PARKWAY
Trinity Parkway in the Big D stands for Big Debate Over a
Texas-sized, Texas-Priced Toll Road
By Alan Lammey
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or the most part, a majority of Texans
would probably agree that the old
saying “everything is bigger in Texas”
is a generally true statement. After
all, residents and business owners of
the Lone Star State are widely known
throughout the land for touting a bit of excess in just
about everything we do, including the construction
of our roadways. In the Dallas area, there has been a
long-standing plan to build a parkway that has been
the subject of Texas-sized debate due to big costs
involved and lack of budgetary details. However, it
appears that the 17-year long Trinity Parkway initiative is getting the closest it’s been in many years to
actually coming to fruition.
The Trinity Parkway is a proposed, nine-mile
toll road, which would be located within the inner
walls of the Trinity River Levee. Up until recently,
the plans were that the parkway would have six
high-speed highway lanes, but recently published
renderings of newly redesigned plans boast a very
pictorial setting with lower vehicle speeds, which
pleasantly winds through a lush, park-like setting
with only four lanes.

NOT JUST NEW PLANS BUT A BIG, NEW
VISION
The newly updated plans of the proposed Trinity
Parkway, released to the public just weeks ago, depicts
something completely different than the mental picture of a cold, noisy, mammoth-sized structure of steel
and concrete, according to the City of Dallas Mayor’s
office. “What you will find are not just detailed renderings but a new vision laid out earlier this year,” Scott
Goldstein, Chief of Policy and Communications for the
City of Dallas told NBIZ Magazine. “We just recently
completed 14 public meetings to gather citizen input
on that vision,” Goldstein added.
The roadway will stretch through a thoughtfully
planned and designed city park, which, according to designers, will include natural areas, active
recreation opportunities, lakes, forests, and hundreds
of features within thousands of acres of the ecological
corridor of the Trinity River. However, what is perceived to be a bit of an engineering challenge to the
project is the potential for flooding, as the Parkway
will be located in a highly flood-prone area. In order to
combat this issue, the river corridor will be lined with
40-foot tall levees that separate the new park from the
adjacent city.
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The newly-minted design proposals for the Trinity Parkway are
the product of some of the most
well-regarded professionals in the
business, according to the City of
Dallas. In fact, the privately-funded
group, led by urban designer Larry
Beasley, has been titled the “Dream
Team” due to their high levels of
education and skill sets within this
niche of industry. The Dream Team
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is a group of 12 urban designers,
planners, architects, and transportation experts who were tasked with
coming up with the plans for the
Parkway.
Of course, championing the
efforts for the Trinity Parkway is
City of Dallas Mayor Mike Rawlings,
who has been the center of criticism
for the last few years because many
opponents of the project contend
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that the Parkway plans have
lacked crucial financial details as
well as disclosure of how it will
be funded. However, the Trinity Parkway initiative isn’t new.
It’s been on the table for many
years—17 years, to be exact. Over
the course of time, the project has
gone through several evolutions
of designs and planning. Back in
1998, when the subject of project
was first brought before the
residents of Dallas, voters agreed
to a $246-million project that
would turn the Trinity Parkway
area location into a public park
along with an adjacent highway,
but as the plans have improved
and expanded with time, so has
the cost.

BIG BEAUTY COSTS BIG BUCKS
Since that time, the cost of
the project has blossomed into
an estimated $1.5 billion dollar
undertaking and is said to have
a budget gap of nearly $1 billion.
Opponents also say that up to 80
percent of the cost of construction
still remains unaccounted for.

This facility in the Great Trinity Forest was built
by the City of Dallas and is operated by the Texas
Audubon Society. The building was designed
by renowned architect Antoine Predock, and the
building has a LEED Gold certification. Photo by
Sean Fitzgerald.
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Even though the City of Dallas has
been very vocal about partnering
with private investors to fund the
project, opponents still argue that
taxpayers could be responsible for any
difference.
In defense of the cost, it’s a true
statement that beauty and nice
amenities don’t come cheap. Many
Texans who visit other states in the
U.S. typically gush over the splendor
of other cities’ designs and attractiveness of their roadways and adjacent
parks and green spaces. Texas,
meanwhile, has a history and reputation
Artist's rendering of the Trinity Parkway project.
Trinity Parkway artwork courtesy of the City of Dallas.

Above: Private and public partnership converted
the transportation project into a public amenity
with passive and active programed spaces.
Right: The Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge
Photo by David Mimlitch
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for building for function rather than
beauty. Therefore, while Texans may
achieve lower-cost roadways, in many
cases, they’re not much too look at,
and they certainly don’t encourage
appreciation by visitors to our Texas
cities. Thus, the idea of the City of
Dallas stepping up efforts to beautify
its metropolitan area does have merit,
encouraging additional commerce
and overall growth. It is factual that
visitors and future Texans have a
tendency to live and work where areas
are more beautiful than areas that
are not.

Meanwhile, if the project, which
already has Federal Highway Administration approval, manages to
secure funding and move forward, it
could also be a big economic shot in
the arm to Dallas in terms of jobs and
increased commerce. As much as $1.5
billion, which isn’t chump change,
will find its way into the local and
regional economy.

BIG POPULATION EXPANSION
PROJECTIONS EQUAL BIG
TRAFFIC CONGESTION
The bottom line to any roadway
construction initiative is based on its
ability to reduce traffic congestion and
keep vehicles flowing at a steady pace
in an ever-expanding city. While all
the amenities of the Trinity Parkway
are under the public spotlight for
scrutiny, the real underlying purpose
for the construction of the Parkway is
to alleviate frustrating traffic back-ups.
The improvement and quality of life is
at stake in Dallas, not just now, but also
in the future. The timing may be perfect
because the population in Texas is slated
to skyrocket in coming years. According
to Downtown Dallas, Inc., Downtown
Dallas is the largest workforce in North

Texas with an employment population of roughly 135,000 jobs. With
the Texas economy being one of the
healthiest in the U.S., it’s no wonder
that so many Americans are moving
to Texas in droves, many of whom will
land in Big D.
In fact, a recent report by the
Office of the State Demographer,
Texas Population Projections 2010 to
2015, details that a population surge
is expected to happen over the next 45
years in the Lone Star State. It further
forecasts that the population of Texas
could double by 2050. The report itemizes the demographics, showing that
individuals aged 14 and under could
nearly double from 5.7 million in
2010 to 10.2 million in 2050. The 15
to 64 age group may rocket from 16.8
million to 34.7 million, and the senior
65-and-over demographic might climb
from 2.6 million to 9.4 million. In
total, Texas population could catapult
to 54.4 million based on immigration
and people moving from other U.S.
states. With this sort of population
explosion in mind, perhaps the Trinity
Parkway project ought to have already
been well under construction years
ago in order to accommodate the
coming growth.

end up causing Dallas-area tax payers
to get double-waylaid by having foot
the bill for any sizeable gap in the
funding of the road’s construction,
followed by having to pay again via a
toll to use it.
The TPIRG says that Texas and the
Dallas region simply cannot afford to
build the Parkway as local agencies

attempted to pull the funds together
but were largely unsuccessful, scraping
up only $78 million. Now the Texas
Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
is attempting to contribute some funds
toward the remaining $1.4 billion.
The rest of the money is nowhere to
be found unless the City of Dallas has
been able to quietly secure private

OPPONENTS CONTEND BIG
BURDEN ON TAX PAYERS COMETH
While almost every new expensive
municipal initiative is met with lots
of people who are in favor of such
projects if they’re needed, there’s
always those who are on the opposite
side of the issue and oppose it. The
Trinity Parkway has its fair share of
people and advocacy groups who are
against it.
One of those groups is the Texas
Public Interest Research Group
(TPIRG), which has successfully
collected hundreds of signatures
opposing the Parkway initiative.
According to the TPIRG, not only is
the $1.5 billion cost of the Trinity
Parkway hugely excessive, but the
group contends that it’s not even
needed as Texans are driving less on
average than in years past. One of
the largest concerns that the group
is vocalizing is that of the so-called
private funding budget. Because
the source of the funds for Trinity
Parkway isn’t very transparent to the
public, TPIRG says the project could
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investment dollars to fund a bulk of the
project. If the project moves forward,
the TPIRG says it leaves far too much
risk for the citizens of Dallas.

BIG D RESIDENTS DON’T NEED IT,
CLAIMS OPPONENT GROUP
Outside of the money issue, the
Millennial Generation doesn’t need the
road or the associated debt because
they’re not driving as much as previous
generations, according to Kathleen
Woodruff with the TPIRG. The group
cites a recent study that claims more
people rode public transportation in
2014 than in the prior 57 years. It also
states that technologies and other options, such as bike sharing, are making
it easier for people to rely less on cars.
“More people are walking, biking,
taking advantage of ride sharing, or
transit,” Woodruff told NBIZ. “Plus
there’s the major issue of flooding,”
Woodruff added. “When Tropical Storm
Bill came through the Dallas area in
June, within a day or two, nearly the
entire area that is the proposed cite of
the Trinity Parkway was underwater.”
Woodruff also noted that despite
these well-documented changes in
transportation trends, decision makers
continue to prioritize new roads and
wasteful highway expansions. Meanwhile, other needs from expanding
public transportation to critical bridge
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Horses in the big City! On March 23, 2015, the City of Dallas
opened the Texas Horse Park. The stylish facility offers
equestrian adventure for people of all ages.
The Texas Horse Park is adjacent to the 6,000-acre Great
Trinity Forest, the largest urban hardwood forest in the U.S.
Photo by Judy Schmidt

repairs are going unmet. At a time
when there are already 23 structurally-deficient bridges in Dallas County
alone, the group contends that it is
simply unacceptable for the City of
Dallas to remain so utterly focused
on the exceedingly expensive Trinity
Parkway project.
Despite dissent from residents,
continued risk of flooding, lack of
proof that the tollway will decrease
congestion, hindered urban revitalization, destruction of both riverfront
access and thousands of acres of parkland, and increasing opposition from
Dallas leaders, TPIRG contends that
city officials, including Dallas Mayor
Mike Rawlings, continue to push the
development of the parkway.

MOVING BIG AND BOLDLY INTO
THE FUTURE
While the City of Dallas hasn’t allowed much public debate on the Trinity Parkway, that has changed after the
release of the latest renderings of the
entire project. In fact, the City is now
hosting different events and opening
up public discussions for the project in
order to better educate Dallas residents
and make them more aware of the
benefits of the initiative. N
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